The annual meeting took place on Thursday, last week. The board-room was well filled, chiefly with women, and a good deal of disappointment was caused by the announcement that Adeline, Duchess of Bedford, who was expected to preside, was too ill to come. The Rev. H. L. Paget, vicar of St. Pancras, took her place, and urged the claims of the hospital on three special grounds: (1) the great increase in the numbers applying for out-relief; (2) the need for a children's department; and (3) the want of the present moment, an endowment for the pathological department.
Medical Committee of the Charity Organisation Society for some years, spoke of the valuable work that might be done by an almoner in the out-patients' department; the plan worked well at the Royal Free, where the numbers, so far from diminishing as a result of the inquiries made into the circumstances of the patients, had increased since the appointment of the almoner. 
